Z&sl= A3}

The Resonant Myth

2022-2025

o| ol %

—



L= Hol A sjojutal, Holl M = gjoldt AR
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| "4 2} Kim Shin-jo and Choi Jeong-hwa,2023
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1 The Figure, 2023
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Invisible Light-8,2023




_'_l
do
ol
—l—l
~N
Ho
ol
>,
i)
r

AA A= F3AH

ol |t o ot |

>
i
PN
>
it
_%‘Li
o
(0]
N
(i
—r
32
o

o 2

N &
o

[

Moo Lyo iy
ein}
>

o wb W
o >}Lé,—m
ot

rlr rlo

32 ©
iy

Ho & 2 Ho 2 [ T | ot fo [
g}
Um—lo
o x
ol
M

2 M N odo M

rﬁﬁr_ﬁ_\,i%rlriéﬂllﬂ

Ae] gk 7017
SEP I )
oo ] Bl 1 £-©
H O .74:711_‘:_7]_’

WPt/
S N

e

K
o

N
_I_l

HU 4 e @ o o

>
o
g =z > 0 A0 %8 mio
Y

-
3

— = o A

=

ALH

o= =
e

2
v
= rlr g

10 Ay, o
o>,

o &
£

T
= i Mo
2 N
S
N
N

o

I
gt 2
ZojA gows BF
A5 sl =
2o gl
FEle EEelM g M UE Tk el
A EE S X P W Y ot
TAR 71N TS =

7k= A ol

el S

aks
o
s
o -
N
N
N
&

N
e
32
Buis
rE
N
>,
ofo >7
s
W
to
r
in}

o .
w2, ¢lo) Pol Tt

We first tried to intimidate them, then coaxed them by offering dried
squid and traditional Korean taffy. Eventually, they began to play with
our rifles, toying with them as if amused.

Deciding whether to kill or spare them was a matter we had to settle as
we prepared to leave the campsite. By then, the Woo brothers had
spoken with enough of us to realize there were 31 men in our group.
We built a fire and melted the taffy to offer it to them. At first, they
wouldn’t eat it, even when given. So we placed it directly into their
mouths.

The sun was sinking low on the horizon. We began to debate what to
do with the woodcutters.

We sent a wireless message to headquarters, asking, “We've
encountered woodcutters—what should we do? We await your order.”
But the radio didn’t connect.

We had brought cipher codes with us, but the first number wouldn’t
decode. The message was encrypted, and without the correct number,
we couldn’t decrypt the instructions.

It was a failure.

During our four days of operations in the South, we were never able to
make contact via radio.

Later, after I surrendered, the investigators told me they had decoded
the radio transmission.

It said “Return to base.”
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2= The Hand of Kim Shin-jo,2023
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One late evening,

my mother spoke to my younger sibling and me.

It was not long after

my sibling had been commissioned as a military officer.
“You may not know this,

but a long time ago there was an incident

in which North Korea tried to assassinate the president.
Among those who came from the North,

all were killed except for one man—

and that man is your undle.

His real name is Kim Shin-jo.

I once lived with your aunt,

but she and her husband were always under the watch of the authorities,
shadowed by an unspoken suspicion.

I had to leave their home.

After you were born,

I never told anyone about them,

fearing their existence might one day bring you harm.
There was a time I kept my distance,

but I could never forget those days."
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Z~, Kim Shin-jo Watching Over His

Children,2024
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[m] Artist Statement

<The Resonant Myth> is a project that follows the traces of a man from modern Korean history his life, his image,
and the places that surround him. | wanted to understand how the story around him came to be, to return to its
origin, and reconstruct it with a new gaze.

The figure at the center is Kim Shin-jo the sole surviving member of an armed group that attempted to infiltrate
the Blue House in January 1968. Over time, he became more than just a historical person. In the context of Korea's
division, his name has been absorbed into the national narrative, transformed into a symbol, a myth. That image,
repeatedly shown and reproduced, has become embedded in our collective memory.

This work aims to unravel and examine the mythologized structure of that memory. Kim Shin-jo's personal story
functions less as a biography and more as a trigger evoking the unresolved trauma of division still embedded in us.
Rather than simply portraying his life, | wanted to use it as a way to revisit the world we inhabit and the memories
that continue to shape it.

Scattered along the path he once walked are materials objects that freeze his image in place. But ironically, that
very materiality also became a clue, a key, to opening up his presence. | was particularly drawn to the dual nature of
light its material and wave like behavior. In this work, the unseen voice that crosses the DMZ becomes visible
through the properties of light. The forms that emerge abstract and transformed through machines and algorithms
begin to hint at something invisible yet present. This is both the result of division and a gesture toward overcoming
physical borders. The ‘familiar yet strange’ voices, identities, and memories we meet through this work reveal
something about ourselves.

The lightwaves, like the sounds across the ceasefire line, feel severed but in truth, they travel simultaneously across
the peninsula. What | discovered there were voices disguised, hidden in plain sight. Like light, which is both wave
and particle, the image becomes an unstable but consistent presence much like the man himself. Photography, in
this project, exposes the pixel, the digital grain, disrupting the unity of perception. The unseen light scatters,
illuminating the tragic layers of this land and in doing so, it reflects us, those of us who have grown numb from
living here.



